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Enacting Education for Sustainable Development (ESD): spotlight on teaching 
practices for exploring Worldviews, Perceptions and Values.  

Webinar 2 of 3: The Students as Partners (SaP) approach to development of workshops for 
the Enacting ESD Module and rollout to Undergraduate Business School students.

Supported by CHARM-EU, this webinar-
series shares learnings from Trinity College 
Dublin’s (TCD) ‘Enacting Education for 
Sustainable Development (ESD)’ staff 
development module in the context of the 
Joint Educational Activities (CHARM-ED) 
partnership between TCD, ELTE and UB 
(2025). 

• Maryam Yabo, ESD Intern 2023-2024 & PhD student at TCD School of Law.
• David Coffey, Trinity Business School Workshop leader 2024 and 2025, and PhD student TBS
• Dr Cicely Roche, ESD Fellow & Module Co-Ordinator for Enacting ESD module in TCD 2023-2024.  

Webinar: 19th January 2026

https://charm-eu.eu/
https://charm-eu.eu/opportunitycall/charm-ed-call-joint-educational-activities/


Charm-EU, CHARM-ED and (TCD+ELTE+UB) partnership
CHARM EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY : (CHallenge-driven, Accessible, Research-based, Mobile Eur Univ)



Aims of todays webinar (2 of 3):

1. To overview key points included in webinar 1 (15th Dec 2025) on the Module ‘Enacting Education for 
Sustainable Development in Trinity’ [Recording is available], and to introduce workshop packs 
available as Open Education Resources (OERs) resulting from the module’s development (2023-24).

2. To provide background to the Students as Partners (SaP) approach taken to workshop development 
for the Enacting ESD module, and to gain workshop leader insights following delivery to UG students 
in Trinity Business School – using the Worldviews, perceptions and values theme as a core example. 

3. To encourage discourse, debate, insight-sharing, collaboration! 

• Please post questions as they arise – if others can answer any question posted, provide links to 
resources etc, it would be greatly appreciated.  We will aim to allow the final 10 minutes for Q&A.  
Thank You.

Webinar 1 of 3, on Monday 15th December, provided background to development of the Enacting ESD in Trinity 
module - with particular emphasis on workshop design for the Worldviews, perceptions and values theme.

Webinar 3 of 3, on Monday 16th February, will showcase insights from adaptation and rollout of the module in 
format suited to first year students at Trinity Business School.



Aim(s): Enacting ESD CHARM-ED project
See the advert for this webinar at: (LINK to the CHARM-EU events page]

The ‘Enacting Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)’ CHARM-ED project will: 

a) enable staff to experience, and then integrate into their teaching, the student-centred, action-oriented 
and transformative approaches envisaged in UNESCO’s preferred pedagogical approaches. This will 
include adaptation of resources previously used for professional development in Trinity to create a micro-
credential format shareable across the CHARM-EU Alliance.

b) focus on ‘Exploring worldviews, perceptions and values’ - one of five related blocks/themes collaboratively 
developed by an interdisciplinary staff-student team in TCD (2023-2024). With its emphasis on the case 
study Mining in the Congo, as developed by student interns, it drives learners to question their 
worldviews, perceptions and values related to sustainability dilemmas from community, policy maker and 
corporate perspectives. Having experienced the workshop process as a learner, ‘Enacting ESD’ includes 
facilitated exploration of the theoretical underpinnings, or pedagogical approach, used in workshop 
design in order to further support Teaching Practice development for those enacting ESD in their own 
contexts.

https://charm-eu.eu/event/enacting-education-for-sustainable-development-spotlight-on-teaching-practices-for-exploring-worldviews-perceptions-and-values/
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000247444


From strategic goals (2020) towards ‘transformation’



How did we get here? – a students-as-partners approach 2023-24



ESD Common Module Development, Beta-Testing & staff Pilot



Enacting Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)

Structured around five integrated cross disciplinary themes as 
follows:

1. Exploring a sustainable existence.

2. Systems complexity and future forecasting in sustainability. 

3. Exploring worldviews, perceptions, and values on sustainable 
development.

4. Problem framing in sustainability: prevention, mitigation, and 
adaptation.

5. Misinformation related to sustainable development.



Novice level Module (5 ECTS)=cogent, interdisciplinary, introduction to enacting ESD
e.g. 5 Blocks as one module OR across multiple modules OR integrate to staff development? (4-5contact hrs)



Workshop 1 : Limits to growth - Let go fishing!
2 Lectures, 1 Workshop. Optional tutorial.  Each lecture and the workshop has related preparatory work.



Workshop 2 : The N problem- toward a sustainable food future 
2 Lectures, 1 Workshop. Optional tutorial.  Each lecture and the workshop has related preparatory work.



Workshop 3: DRC Cobalt mining industry challenges. Social Equity and Gender Equality
2 Lectures, 1 Workshop. Optional tutorial.  Each lecture and the workshop has related preparatory work.



Workshop 4: Country B Infrastructure, social tensions and environmental degradation challenges as rapid 
influx of immigrants from Kiribati leads to rapid population rise in Country B.
2 Lectures, 1 Workshop. Optional tutorial.  Each lecture and the workshop has related preparatory work.



Workshop 5 : Vaping –a challenge to health and environment
Identifying misinformation, understanding devious Frames and formulating upstream goals for Sustainable Dev
2 Lectures, 1 Workshop. Optional tutorial.  Each lecture and the workshop has related preparatory work.



Align TCD’s Graduate Attributes with Universal ESD principles



CHARM-ED project Title: Enacting Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) in 
Higher Education: Guided by Theory, Grounded in Teaching Practice development

• Videos prepared as Open Education 
Resources (OERs)

• Guidance for educators using the 
Videos (OERs) for teaching 
purposes (Resource Guide).

• A shared language of learning 
theories (Milwood, 2021).

• Significance of the Congo as a case 
study

• Workshop Packs available as OERs

Short summary of the project

• This project aims to share and improve resources prepared 
for a professional development module: Enacting education 
for sustainable development, and plans to adapt its 
‘Exploring worldviews, perceptions and values’ Theme, also 
referred to as a Block, into Micro-Credential (MC) format.

• The project will enable staff to experience, and then 
integrate to their teaching, the student-centred approach 
and action-oriented learning, in pursuit of transformative 
learning, envisaged in UNESCO’s preferred pedagogical 
approaches. The module comprises five themes each of 
which was designed to stand-alone, and activities collectively 
align with the eight CHARM-EU principles. Resources 
available include case studies, workshop outlines, and videos. 

https://www.tcd.ie/academicpractice/professional-development/professional-development-modules/enacting-education-for-sustainable-development-esd-at-trinity/
https://www.tcd.ie/academicpractice/professional-development/professional-development-modules/enacting-education-for-sustainable-development-esd-at-trinity/
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000247444
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000247444
https://www.tcd.ie/academicpractice/resources/education-for-sustainable-development/teaching-materials-for-esd/
https://www.tcd.ie/academicpractice/resources/education-for-sustainable-development/teaching-materials-for-esd/


Workshop Pack Inclusions: Worldviews, Perceptions and Values
Available on : The Centre for Academic Practice, TCD (website). 
www.tcd.ie/academicpractice/resources/education-for-sustainable-development/teaching-materials-for-esd/

Workshop packs include:

• Prework for Learners: recommended resources and activities.

• Facilitator guidance on room setup/ preparing for the workshop.

• One –page Session plan

• Facilitators notes/prompts aligned with session plan

• Templates, with instructions, for activities- including:
• Scenarios/Case studies for each of three perspectives.
• Action options (x12), to rate and rank, for each perspective.
• Justification options (x7), for the preferred action chosen.
• Group/individual peer review and feedback on presentation
• Facilitator checklist (likely to aid assessment processes).

• Acknowledgements page



Workshop Pack Inclusions: Worldviews, perceptions and Values
Available on : The Centre for Academic Practice, TCD (website). 
www.tcd.ie/academicpractice/resources/education-for-sustainable-development/teaching-materials-for-esd/

Acknowledgements: [Version 1.0 – 15/12/25. Trinity Teaching and Learning, TCD]
These materials are derived from development of a module, Enacting Education for 
Sustainable Development, co-developed by members of Trinity College Dublin’s 
academic staff, Carlos Rocha, Cicely Roche, Clare Kelly, Felix Mezzanotte, John 
Gallagher and Sarah-Jane Cullinane as part of their roles as Fellows in Education for 
Sustainable Development in 2023-2024 – and Trinity College Dublin students Freddie 
Fallon, Maryam Yabo, Tom Hegarty and William Reynolds as part of their roles as 
Education for Sustainable Development Interns in 2023-2024.
This work was funded by the National Forum/Higher Education Authority under the 
Strategic Alignment of Teaching and Learning Enhancement Fund.

Header image graphic created by RosZie – Pixabay (edited).

These materials are shared under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-Sharealike 4.0 
International License (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0). This means that you can reuse, adapt, and build on these 
materials, providing attribution is given to the creators and providing you share the modified material 
under identical terms. You may not use the material for commercial purposes. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


Guidance for Educators using this Pack for workshop delivery [Extract] 

Beliefs, attitudes and values: Exploring their impact on worldviews and behaviour.

Term/concept Guidance for learners [For further detail see Videos Dr Clare Kelly, 2024]

Gender equality

Video 1 [2:18] Worldviews: How do you 

see the World? Why does it matter? 

Doughnut economics action Lab

The concept of gender equality aims to empower all women and girls by ensuring that women have equal 

access to education, healthcare, decent work, and representation in political and economic decision-making 

processes.  Women and girls continue to face discrimination and violence.

In the context of this workshop, gender inequality refers to the disparities, biases and discrimination that 

individuals may face based on their gender within the scenario and included in broader sustainability 

discussions. 

Social equity

Video 1 [3:54] Worldviews: How do you 

see the World? Why does it matter? 

Doughnut economics action Lab

The concept of social equity aims to ensure equality of opportunity and of income in the expectation that 

people living in more equal societies tend to be healthier, safer and more trusting compared to those in less 

equal societies.  Wide and growing inequalities in many countries are frequently exacerbated by inequalities 

of race and ethnicity, sexual orientation, religion, age, language, disability and location.

Beliefs/ attitudes Video 2 [4:15]

Beliefs, attitudes & values: Exploring their 

Impact.

A belief is a mental trust, faith, confidence, or acceptance that something is true whereas an attitude is 

evaluative – e.g. do I like or dislike something? Beliefs and attitudes influence our perceptions and 

behaviours. They bias us toward having a particular response to people, groups, ideas, and objects.

https://www.tcd.ie/academicpractice/resources/education-for-sustainable-development/teaching-materials-for-esd/


Theme/ Block 3 in focus: Open Education Resources (OERs) 
Available on : The Centre for Academic Practice, TCD (website). 
www.tcd.ie/academicpractice/resources/education-for-sustainable-development/teaching-materials-for-esd/ 



Students as partners (SaP)



SaP: Partnership as a collaborative process

Partnership as a way of doing things, rather than an outcome in itself, and requires students be 
given a significant amount of autonomy, independence, and choice (Healey et al, 2016). 

“Students as Partners” (SaP) in higher education re-envisions students and staff as active 
collaborators in teaching and learning.  (Mercer-Mapstone et al, 2017)

SaP is a process that renegotiates … ways of working in higher education and … meaningful 
relationships between students and staff members at a university (Matthews et al, 2018):

1. SaP as counter-narrative e.g. consistent with a mutual learning model.

2. SaP as values-based practice e.g. trust, respect, openness and reciprocity.

3. SaP as cultural change e.g. to make more of a profound and better learning experience.



SaP to promote engagement post COVID:  (Whelehan, 2020)

Development of a culture of Student Partnership has been identified as a means of working within 
resource constraint environments and optimising educational experiences for students and staff alike 
(Whelehan, 2020).

Figure 1: Four activities to develop a culture of student partnership in Higher Education Institutions



Why engage in SaP approaches to learning and Teaching?  
(Johnston & Ryan, 2022)

Johnston & Ryan set out principles and prompt questions that aim to support [teachers] to integrate 
SaP activity in their own practices (2022).  Resources provide strategies for successful partnerships.

Student-facing Resource – why engage in SaP? 

• …a sense of ownership of your own learning.

• …deepen your understanding of your subject 
and how well you do in assessment.

• Shape the kind of teaching and learning 
experience you want to have.

• Develop critical thinking, teamwork, analysis

• Develop better performance, while also 
improving key employability skills 

(Johnston & Ryan, 2022: Appendix 2)

Staff-facing Resource – extracts from summary

1. Students-as-Partners approaches are 
process-oriented and developmental. 

3. Leave behind the ‘traditional’ student-staff 
power dynamics. 

4. Communication is key. 

5. Students know more than you might think. 

9. Give feedback, ask for feedback: 

10. You are an expert, but so are they.

(Johnston & Ryan, 2022: Appendix 3)



Students-as-Partners approaches are process-oriented and developmental. 

Roche, C., Abria, L., Farrell, O., Johnston, J., Penny Light, T., McKibben, A., Reast, A., Yancey, K. B. 
(2023). ePortfolio to support professional development during experiential learning placements: 
Guided by students-as-partners theory, enabled through students-as-partners 
practice. International Journal for Students as Partners, 7(2), 165–180. 
https://doi.org/10.15173/ijsap.v7i2.5096  
 

Johnston & Ryan’s (2022) approach informed:

a) Professional development through experiential learning placements for two fourth year 
Pharmacy students (Laine Abria and Alex McKibbon) in 2022-2023.

b) The approach taken to partnership with Maryam, William, Tom and Freddie as ESD interns.

https://doi.org/10.15173/ijsap.v7i2.5096
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Maryam Yabo
Developing Education for Sustainable Development through a Students-as-Partners Approach: 
Reflections from a student partner.

• Maryam Yabo is a PhD researcher in law at Trinity College 
Dublin, where her research examines international climate law 
with a focus on how climate responses and energy transitions 
are structured through legal and political frameworks 

• She was selected to join TCD’s Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD) team as a student intern, where she co-led 
on the design and beta-testing of experiential, case-based 
workshops on climate justice, resource extraction, and global 
inequality, including case studies on cobalt mining in the DRC 
and climate migration.

• LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/maryamyab0-

http://www.linkedin.com/in/maryamyab0


What happens when students are treated as partners?
Maryam Yabo - Developing Education for Sustainable Development through a Students-as-Partners 
Approach: Reflections from a student partner.

Partnership in 

Practice

What did partnership 

look like?

Students-as-Partners

How did it actually 

work?

Impact on Student

How did the 

process impact me?

Meaningful 

Contribution

What did student 

contribution look like?

Lessons for 

Universities

What are some best 

practices for SaPs?



What Partnership Looked like in practice.
Maryam Yabo - Developing Education for Sustainable Development through a 
Students-as-Partners Approach: Reflections from a student’ partner.



David Coffey
Enabling undergraduate workshop curriculum in Sustainable Development through a Students-as-
Partners Approach:Reflections from a student partner
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Maryam Yabo
Developing Education for Sustainable Development through a Students-as-Partners Approach: 
Reflections from a student partner.

• Maryam Yabo is a PhD researcher in law at Trinity College 
Dublin, where her research examines international climate law 
with a focus on how climate responses and energy transitions 
are structured through legal and political frameworks 

• She was selected to join TCD’s Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD) team as a student intern, where she co-led 
on the design and beta-testing of experiential, case-based 
workshops on climate justice, resource extraction, and global 
inequality, including case studies on cobalt mining in the DRC 
and climate migration.

• LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/maryamyab0-
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How the ESD Process Impacted on Maryam.
[Maryam Yabo - Reflections from a student partner.]

Interdisciplinary Knowledge

Exposure to scientific, technical, and policy 

perspectives.

Curriculum Design

Practical experience developing case studies 

(Congo extraction, climate migration). 

Workshop Facilitation

Developed capacity to facilitate structured 

discussion, manage group dynamics, 

moderate dialogue.

Personal Development

Strengthened my ability to work collaboratively 

and take intellectual responsibility for decisions 

that have real educational consequences.



Notable Contributions and Learning Moments 
[Maryam Yabo - Reflections from a student partner.]

Using Real Cases

Advocated for real-world case studies over hypothetical scenarios. 

• The Congo case study enabled engagement with extraction, labour, gendered harm, and global supply chains.

Learning Moment: Ethical Responsibility

By the Kiribati climate migration case, I realised using real cases carries ethical responsibilities. 

When drawing on lived experiences of displacement or exploitation, we represent real people's lives.

This led to greater care in problem framing, sensitivity to representation, and awareness of whose 

experiences are foregrounded or omitted.



Advice for Universities Seeking to Implement 
Students as Partners [Maryam Yabo - Reflections from a student partner.]

1. Involve Students Early

Partnership is most meaningful when 

students are involved at the problem-

framing stage, before solutions are selected.

2. Design for Dialogue

Create spaces for structured dialogue. 

Disagreement and uncertainty indicate complex 

issues are being taken seriously.

3. Pair Across Disciplines

Intentional interdisciplinary pairing enhances 

learning outcomes and reduces siloed 

approaches.

4. Provide Pedagogical Support

Partnership works best when staff act as facilitators 

and mentors,  providing pedagogical guidance, and 

ensuring academic rigour. 



Discussant with Maryam and David

• Followed by general Q&A facilitated by our host Szilvia 
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