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Reconciling Humanity with the Planet by creating the university of the future

The general concept
• Around 70 (international and transdisciplinary) 

students 

• 5 Universities across Europe 

• Simultaneous classes in all cities 

• Lectures (from one of the locations/ fully remote) 

• Either local or international activities 

• Involvement of international stakeholder



Reconciling Humanity with the Planet by creating the university of the future

The objective

• Equip students with relevant knowledge and skills 

adapted to today's needs

• Foster international cooperation

• Find innovative solutions for today's environmental 

and social challenges
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Unique learnings

• Truly international experience (e.g., external actors 

from India being invited for chats) 

• Exchange within but also outside of classroom 

• Transdisciplinary aspect: Learning from each other
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Challenges
• Group work in international and transdisciplinary 

groups

• Differing knowledge basis etc., 

• Technical equipment 

• More time needs to be planned in 

• Regular breaks (time zones considered) 

• Fewer task and more time is better



Reconciling Humanity with the Planet by creating the university of the future

ANY QUESTIONS? 
Fire away! 



Feel free to message us with 
any further questions under: 

charm-stu.reps@uu.nl
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EPICUR educational goals

• Optimising flexibility & student-centredness

• Blended low-threshold mobility

• Inter- and transdisciplinary

• Collaborative and intercultural learning

 Short learning programmes (30 ECTS):

EPIC Mission + connected learning activities
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EPIC Mission

A two-semester, real-world learning project

• focusing on a societally relevant problem;

• enabling mutual learning processes among students

from different disciplines, as well as actors from outside 

academia; and

• aiming at creating knowledge that is solution-oriented, 

socially robust, and transferable to both the scientific and

social practice.
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EPIC Mission: Structure
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Capstone

Physical

Kick-off Milestone

Virtual Physical

Challenge Solution Reflection

Ongoing group 
work

Reflection – personal learning journey and 
future engagement

Team Mission – 8 ECTS Solo Mission – 4 ECTS

Virtual

Integrating and applying knowledge from thematically relevant 
learning activities

Presentation to next 
Mission cohort

Stakeholder 
presentation

Introduction
• Community 

building
• Problem analysis
• Design thinking
• Project 

management

Team Mission – 8 ECTS Solo Mission – 4 ECTS

Thematically relevant learning activities (~18 ECTS)



EPIC Missions 2021/22
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Mission I (Carl-Schurz-Haus, Freiburg):
Across the Atlantic: How can art support relations 
between the EU and the USA?

Mission II (City of Freiburg): 
Combining sustainable & smart: How can Freiburg 
promote green digitalisation?

The German-American cultural institute Carl-Schurz-
Haus in Freiburg organises readings, exhibitions and 
courses dedicated to the relation and understanding 
between Germany and the United States. 

Your EPIC Mission is to develop a concept for the Carl-
Schurz-Haus that (1) demonstrates what cultural events 
and formats are most appropriate to depict today’s 
situation and (2) discusses how different target groups 
can be reached.

There are several challenges awaiting cities in the 
future: new urbanisation trends that reshape cities and 
their surroundings, changes in lifestyles, demographic 
developments, overburdened infrastructure, tourism, 
air and noise pollution, etc.

Your EPIC Mission relates to issues the City of Freiburg 
is trying to address: Would Smart City technologies 
have a benefit for Freiburg? How could they be made 
beneficial? And what is the perspective of different 
stakeholders on these technologies?




