
Reconciling Humanity with the Planet by creating the university of the future

CHARM-EU DAYS: Cluster 3 
Inclusiveness

Support Program of the University of Barcelona
for refugees and people from conflict zones
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UNHCR objective 2030

15% of refugee enrolment in Higher
Education by 30

Objective so-called 15by30

Inequality in terms of access to Higher
Education is more than a data



The UB Refugee Support Programme is aligned
with:
• 2030 Agenda:

• Goal 4: Ensure inclusive 
and equitable quality education and pro
mote lifelong learning opportunities for
all

• Goal 10: Reduce inequality within and
among countries

• UNCHR recommendations on
complementary and safe pathways for
ressettlement in third countries: Education
programmes and scholarships.

It is part of the Social Responsability /
Social Commitment of the University of Barcelo
na

Source: EUA. Refugee Welcome Map

Refugee Welcome Map
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Main characteristics of the UB 
Refugee Support Program

• The Program seeks to promote university access for refugees, stateless, asylum 
seekers and people in refugee-like situations and their social inclusion.

• The Program wants to support those university students whose educational 
pathways have been interrupted and that are in vulnerable 
situations (economic and in terms of human rights).

• It is not a program of academic excellence

• Comprehensive approach: academic guidance, psychosocial support, legal 
advice, psychological assistance, language exchange, socio 
educative integration,...
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Main obstacles for refugees in their access 
to higher education​

Recognition
of prior 
learning

Reliable
information

Legal status
Social and
economic
integration

Availability
of 
scholarships
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Complementary and safe pathways for refugees: Educational 
programs and scholarships

Main characteristics of the Transition course to the University​

• Type of course. University extension course worth 60  
ECTS credits. Students come as INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS.

• Bridging course (languages+Human Rights+labour mar-
ket integration)

• Methodology. Simultaneous language learning system

• Targets of the course. Refugees outside the EU. 
Encourages the participation of women (gender equali-
ty) 
and specific vulnerable groups, for instance, LGTBIQ+,..
.

• Funding. Co-funded by Barcelona City Council 
and the UB

• Financial support mode. Full grant

• Complementary support systems. Academic gui-
dance, emotional support, psychosocial support, 
legal advice, psychosocial assistance,...

• Continuity of support. After the transition course
with the same full 
grant and comprehensive support.
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UB network​
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External network: collaboration and external support​

Public
administrations: 
Universities, city

councils (Barcelona 
Viladecans, 

L’Hospitalet), 
Generalitat,...

NGOS: legal 
advise,  post-

trauma

Enterprises
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Thank you for your attention​!

Contact details:
Cati Jerez
Coordinator of the UB Refugee Support Programme
cjerez@ub.edu

mailto:Cjerez@ub.edu
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